Course of the Week – Luffness New




Luffness New – If you like it tough, this links course is for you

By David Brice / Golf International, Inc.

Perhaps Old Tom Morris’ most glorious design, Luffness New presents as strong a challenge today as when it was first opened 110 years ago.

When you see the word “new” attached to the name of something involving Scottish golf, it’s usually being used in relative terms - seldom if ever should it be taken literally. Chances of finding anything connected with golf in Scotland that is brand new are slim.

A few examples - The New Golf Club in St. Andrews, formed back in 1901 is newer than most of the other six St. Andrews golf clubs, the majority of which were founded 50 years earlier in the mid-18th century. St. Andrews New Course, perhaps the toughest of the town’s six layouts, was new when it first opened, but that was in 1895. New is never as new as the word would imply.

And so it is with Luffness New Golf Club, located just outside of Edinburgh in the golf rich county of East Lothian.

Luffness Golf Club, founded in 1867, originally played over a course situated on shared land. The Laird of Luffness, an avid golfer, owned one part while the other part belonged to the town of Gullane. As in many partnerships, various disputes occurred over those early years, the major one being the Laird’s dissatisfaction with the maintenance of the course. 

The club split into two factions over the argument, with the Laird’s side deciding to move to a new course to be developed on land owned exclusively by the Laird. Here he would have total control and would personally ensure that the maintenance was of the highest standard.

In 1892, the inimitable Old Tom Morris was brought in to design “the best course in all Scotland”. The selected site, some of the most desirable linksland in the county was located less than half a mile from the original, immediately adjacent to the already famed trio of links, known as The Gullanes.

Tom Morris spent more time on this design than any other he had built previously and the end result, which opened to national acclaim in 1893, is considered by many to be one of his very best achievements.

The Laird and his faithful following moved to their new home and promptly named it, Luffness New Golf Club.

The old adage, that wherever you find one fine links course, there are likely to be others close by, has never been more accurate than along this scant, 15 mile stretch of East Lothian coastline.

No less than 10 of Scotland’s premiere links layouts are situated here including Muirfield, the top ranked course in The British Isles, the previously mentioned 3 links layouts at Gullane; Musselburgh, the oldest playing course in existence; North Berwick and of course, Luffness New among them. Nowhere else will you ever find such a concentration of world class, championship links.

Luffness New is certainly a well pedigreed layout that ranks alongside the very best; a fact acknowledged whenever the British Open comes to nearby Muirfield and Luffness is used as a final qualifier. 

Deceivingly short at 6,122 yards, this is not a course to be taken lightly – it is in fact an excellent example of everything that typifies the best in British golf. It’s a rugged, seaside links, brimming with character and a bewildering arsenal of defenses to frustrate and confuse the uninitiated.

After a gentle start along relatively flat terrain, where strategically placed pot-bunkers are the principal hazard, the layout climbs into the Gullane hills, introducing elevation and directional changes that with the wind, add considerably to the challenge.

With all links courses, wind is a major factor and nowhere is this truer than at Luffness where it can and often does blow hard, knocking and buffeting player and ball alike from one side to the other. 

But this an Old Tom Morris designed course where all but three or four of the holes remain much the way Old Tom originally intended and that includes exceedingly small greens. Only the perfectly struck approach shots will hold these immaculately maintained, postage stamp sized targets, often well protected by cavernous pot-bunkers.

Stray from the fairways and you will be introduced to the devilish rough that is also a Luffness trademark. By mid-June the ferocious vegetation reaches knee high and presents a unique challenge to those who find themselves enveloped in it.

There can be no question that Luffness New is a formidable test and one to be savored by every true aficionado of the game. 

Want to include Luffness New and some of East Lothians other superb links courses in your trip? Click here.
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