Course of the Week – Carnoustie Burnside

Carnoustie’s Burnside Course may not have the reputation of its big brother, but don’t underestimate the challenge this spirited links contains. Testiness is a Carnoustie family trait and this one has more than its fair share.  

The Burnside Course - continuing a Carnoustie family tradition

By David Brice / Golf International, Inc.

Later this year, Tiger Woods will defend his 2006 British Open title on the most testing of all Open venues, Scotland’s Carnoustie. For all the attention justifiably focused on the rough, tough layout that is Carnoustie’s Championship Course, it’s only a part of the Carnoustie story. There are two other courses here – The Burnside and The Buddon and both are deserving of some attention.

Originally set up as a high handicappers track, Buddon Links since first opening in 1979 has been the recipient of much TLC and today presents a testy enough layout that most good golfers will be very happy with. It offers a delightful 18 holes of links golf with handsome rolling fairways that take you through heather, stands of silver birch and avenues of gorse. Measuring a little under 5,500 yards, The Buddon is not without its challenges and makes for an ideal warm up round before tackling the main attraction.

The Burnside is a course of a totally different color. You may not have traveled to Carnoustie to play this course, but experience this beauty just once and it’s likely to be high on your list of reasons for returning to Carnoustie next time. 

Originally opened as an auxiliary, nine-hole course in 1892, to accommodate the overflow from the increasingly popular Championship course, within a couple of years it was already overcrowded with summer visitors and the decision was taken to expand to a full 18 holes. The expansion was initially achieved in 1914. 

In 1926, the great James Braid was brought in to refine the layout and add more of his trademark bunkering. Further lengthening was carried out in 1932, bringing the Burnside up to a true championship standard. No longer an auxiliary course, the Burnside had matured into one ranking alongside the finest in the region and a championship layout in its own right. 

Sharing the very same piece of linksland as its fabled bigger brother, many of the same characteristics that make the older layout so challenging are also evident on the Burnside. 

The burn that caused Frenchman JeanVan de Velde so much heartache in The 1999 Open, is also a factor on the Burnside, coming into play on at least five occasions, but never quite as inconveniently as it does on the fifth hole. This is an interesting, though very tricky par-3, playing to an extremely well protected green. Depending on the wind that can and does change direction and velocity at will, your ball will find the burn that runs along the front of the green, or alternatively, continue into the same burn as it meanders along the right side. 

Measuring a little over 6,000 yards, the layout is considerably shorter that big brother, but the Burnside seems to go out of the way to prove that size doesn't mean everything and what it lacks in length is more than made up for with wiliness, cunning and the sheer quality of the design. 

In many places it is a much tighter layout with potential graves of heather and whin everywhere and true to Carnoustie tradition, a plentiful supply of frightening pot bunkers, all carefully placed and always voraciously hungry. This is a links layout for the thinking golfer, where brute force and big hitting take on a secondary importance to careful shot making and a masterful short game. 

If The Burnside was located elsewhere, there is no doubt it would have far greater recognition and be better appreciated for the quality links it truly is, but big brothers can be overpowering and living in their shadow is not an easy thing to do. 

It is the Championship links that will be the main focus of any trip to Carnoustie, but the Burnside should not be ignored. If you are looking for the complete Carnoustie experience, it will be well worth playing both and for or a few ideas on how to do it, click here.  
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